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os Peas. N extravagant pafion for collecting 


ony flowers, and which obtained the 
so a name ee the Filifo-n mania, or Talip 
sf madnefs, is faid'to have become not 
Aare aes N73) many years ago, the fubject of a re- 
IG Soe ‘ftriGtive law in one of the moft fru- * 
‘gal countries in Butope 
InpEED few nations or ages até Without their mad- 
nefles ; and as it is remarked by phyficians that every 
year has it’s peculiar difeafe, fo we may obferve that every 
‘country, in the courte of lefs than half a century, has 
it’s peculiat Mania. | 
AT prefent the Political Manta is pretty violent i in thefe 
kingdoms ; but I believe, upon a little attention, that 
we fhall find the Gentee! Mania'to have a long while ex- 
tended itfelf with the mort general infitietice among'ts. 
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“Tue mere word Genteel feems to have had fo fingular 
an efficacy in the very found of it, as to have done more 
‘to the confounding all diftinétions, and promoting a le- 
-velling principle, than the philofophic reflections of the’ 
:moft profound teacher of republican maxims. 

‘To do the genteel thing, to wear the genteel thing, a 
-genteel method of education and living, and a gentee! 
way of becoming either a knave or a bankrupt, has 
Tuined as many: once-worthy families as a plague ora civil 
war, and rooted out of this country more real virtues than 
-can be replanted in it for many centuries. 

A-sENsE of duties in our feveral relations is prodigi- 
-oully-angenteel. It isthe prerogative of this age to do 
every thing in the genteel? manner. And though our 
_anceftors were good honeft people, yet to be fure their 
notions were very wngentee?. Nothing now feems duller 
‘than their apothegms, and their reafoning 1 is as unfafhion- 
“able as the cut of their coats. 

THE imitating every ftation above our own, feems to 
be the firtt principle of the Genteel Mania, .and.operates 
with equal efficacy upon the tenth coufin of a: woman 
eof quality, and her acquaintance who retails Gentzlity 
among her neighbours :in the Borough. , 


_ So deeply are all ranks of people impreffed with the 


Genteel, that Mrs. Betty is.of opinion that routs would 
be very genteel in the kitchen.; and it is no furprifing 
thing for a Monmouth-ftreet broker to aflure a bafket- 
woman that the old gown he would feil to. her is per- 
Sectly Genteel. 

Tus genteel difeafe fhews fell under very different 
appearances. I have knowma healthy young girl {carce 
a fortnight in-townj but it has affected her voice, .dif- 


aterted her countenance, and almoft taken.away the ufe 
af 
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-of her limbs, attended with a-conftant giddinefs of the 
head, anda reftlefsnefs of being long in a place; till at 
laft, repeated colds caught at Vauxhall, a violent fever 
-at a ridotto, fomething like a dropfy at a mafquerade, 
and the {mall pox in fucceffion, with a general defertion 


of admirers, have reftored her to her fenfes, and -her 


-old aunts in the country. 

FLorio made good figure in the univerfity, as a fen- 
‘fible fober -young fellow, and an excellent {cholar; till 
-unluckily for him, a {cheme to town infpired him with 
the notions of Gentility, ufually contracted at the Shake- 
fpear, anda Bagnio. Inftead of his once rational friend- 
‘fhips at the feats of literature, his paflion now was to 
-enjoy the vanity of walking arm in arm with right 
honourables in-afl public places ; to,his former acquaint- 
-ance (if it was fometimes-impoflible to avoid the meeting 
‘fuch: difagreeable people) ‘he fcarce- condefcended a bow ; 
-and nothing under the heir ‘apparent of an -earl could. 
‘make him tolerably civil. In a fhort time he became at 
the taverns of the “irft fafhion the principal judge of 
true relith, and the umpire of debates -in -every party at 
‘Whitt. “His equipage, houfe and liveries were the mo~ 
del of “Gentility to men who had lef genius for inven- 
ition, though more fortune than himfelf; till, having 
ireduced the little patrimony left him by a frugal father, 
-he was cuted .of the Genteel by a proper regimen in 
the fleet. 

Dick Ledger was a plain honeft man ; his anceftors 
-had been tradefmen for five getierations, and to the 
fortune which they had already accumulated for him, 
Dick, by his induftry, had- added about ten thoufand 
pounds; when unfortunately the fymptoms of the Ger~ 
teel_Mania appeared in the family. -Mrs. Ledget’s head 
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‘was firft turned, immediately after her paying’avifit to. 
-a’very‘diftant relation of fafhion vat the other end of the 
‘town. ‘Her daughterfoon caught the infe@ion; and it 
was unanimoufly determined by the voice of the whole: 
family, notwithftanding Mr. Ledget’s opinion to the con= 
trary, that.it was right fora woman in der fituation -to 
make fome appearance; that it was Mr. Ledger’s duty, 
if he had any regard for her and his children, to live a 
Jrttle genteel, and introduce his femily properly into life. 
‘That it was very abfurd in Mr. Ledger to think of mak-,: 
ing Tommy a foap-boiler, and thata lad of his parts : 
fhouid be brought up to fome genteel profeffion. . The 
refult of thefe important deliberations was a coach and 
four horfes, as many feotmen, affine feat in the country, 
and a town-houfe in Grofvenor-fquare for the refidence 
-of Mrs. Ledger. 

Tommy, after taking lodgings for .one year-in the 
politeft college at Oxford, {pending there five hundred 
pounds, and becoming a perfe adept in tennis, fet out 
upon ‘his travels, under the care-of a French. valet de 
chambre, to learn the, Norman accomplifhments.at Caen: 
and at length, having left his modefly at Paris, his fo~ 
briety,in, Germany, his, morality at. Venice; and all re-, 
ligion at Rome, he returned, neither ft for a foap-boiler 
nor a gentleman, with; too much pride for the former, 
and too little.improvement for the latter. The fum of 
all was, that the reputation of the young ladies became, — 
fomewhat equivocal,.and Mrs..Ledger -herfelf was 
thought to be no better, than fhe fhould be. . Mr. Led- 
ger foon after faw his name among ‘the numerous lift of ° 
bankrupts in the Gazette. However, by returning into - 
the air of the city, he quickly grew better, but it is 
thought that Mrs; Ledger will never tecover. 


‘To 
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To Mr. Fitz-ADAM. 
Str, 


I HAVE a brother at Cambridge, who is afcholar, 
which I am not, becaufe }am eldeft. While he is wri- 
ting a learned hiftory of the fafhions of the paft ages in 
polite antiquity, Iam here in town inventing new onés 
for the ornament of the prefent. He has ftudied whole 
volumes as big as church bibles, about the fhape of the 
Roman fhoes, the half-moons upon fenatorial bufkins, 
and the grafhopper pompoons worn by the ladies at Athens. 
Being well acquainted with bufts and coins, he has fet- 
tled with great critical exaétnefs the origin of head-dref- 
fes, and the chronology of perriwigs ; and he fays that 
he is now at laft, after feveral years meditation and read- 
ing, able to convince the world that caps and lappets 
were invented by the Egyptians, and that the Greeks 
-ufed pafte in dreffing the hair. As to myfelf, Iam the 
firft man who introduced the long walking-fticks. As 
{oon as the public comes into my fafhions I quit them, 
and generally have the diftance of the {marteft young 
fellows about town in the novelty of my habit. I intend 
to introduce roll-up ftockings and high heels this win- 
ter: by the following winter, if the mode fhould take, 
then I fhall wear no heels at all, and a pair of trunk hofe 
like my grandfather’s piture in our great hall in the 
-country. An old gentleman, -with whom I condefcend 
now and then to.converfe (who by the by is my father) 
often remonftrates to me what a mad way of drefling I 
am got into. I anfwer that I wonder he fhould reprove 
me, when he himfelf is a fop but of twenty years ftand- 
ing: and as my acquaintance affure me that I have the 


genteelef 
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«genteeleft fancy in the world, pray now came and fee 
me at George’s (for you will eafily know me) and tell 
came if you don’t think fo. ’ 
Yours, 
Nicuoias. Nove. 
ADVERTISEMENT. 
“« Tuts is to acquaint thofe whore inclined to en- 
courage every polite attempt in this nation, that an 
Academy will fhortly be opened at a proper diftance 
from the city, calculated in the genteeleft tafte for the 
reception of perfons who would chufe to be fa/hionable. 
None whofe families are in trade will be admitted, but 
the def company only. The price of boarding is a 
hundred guineas a quarter, and every thing elfe in pro- 
portion. All perfonal accomplifhments are taught in 
the fame manner as abroad, and great care will be 
taken to infpire them with the gentee/ef fentiments 
upon all fubjects, whether ‘political, moral, or reli- 
gious. As'to the latter, the young gentlemen may 
be:brought up in any way their friends think moft 
convenient. Several -phaetons and curricles will be 
kept for their amufement; and as the converfation of 
ladies is fo neceflary to form the douceur of their man- 
ners, the agrémens of fuch a fociety will not-be want- 
‘ing. -A gentleman, who has ftudied under Mr. 


Hoyle, will teach them to play at cards gratis, 


«© N.B. Jupces, bifhops, or any great officers that 
.« happen to bea little awkward in their addrefs, may 
«© have an oppertunity of learning to.dance privately, or 
-*¢ thal] be waited upon at home, if they defire it.” 
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